What is Colorado History Day?

Colorado History Day (CHD), the state-level program affiliated with National History Day, is a year-long education program that engages students in grades six through twelve in the process of discovery and interpretation of historical topics.  
Our Mission

The mission of Colorado History Day is to change the way students learn about the past by giving them the skills to conduct meaningful historical inquiry.  Through the CHD program, students develop skills for research and analysis that help them understand the present by examining and making connections to the past.  Students who participate in History Day outperform other students in the following areas:  writing, critical analysis, research skills, collaboration, communication skills and civic engagement.
Colorado History Day encourages students to 

· Place events in historical contexts

· Make balanced, historically grounded arguments about the past

· Examine and discuss various points of view on the topic they select

Their work helps them see the world, and their place in it, in a new way.

2012 Theme- Revolution, Reaction, Reform in History
Beginning in the fall of 2011, more than 4,000 students in grades six through twelve from across Colorado embark on an historical adventure to examine Revolution, Reaction and Reform in History – the 2012 theme for National History Day.  Students begin by choosing a topic related to the annual theme.  They next conduct extensive historical research using both primary and secondary sources.  Finally, they present their projects in one of five formats.  Students learn history by doing history!
· Those who love to perform can research a topic, then write a script and design costumes and sets – but the key is to present their research-based argument in a ten minute performance!
· The exhibit category challenges students to make a creative visual presentation with limited use of words, but also to present their research-based argument in a clear, concise, manner.
· The documentary category allows students to showcase their technical proficiency by producing a short video documentary or multimedia presentation.
· Writers express their talents through the paper category, which allow them to develop the specialized skill of expository writing.
· Finally, a new web site category allows students to display their computer programming expertise, along with their research and interpretive skills, in an interactive electronic presentation.
Students’ research projects will be showcased in a series of local and regional competitions that will culminate in the annual Colorado History Day state competition on May 5, 2012 at the University of Colorado Denver. Winners at the state contest qualify to represent Colorado at the 32nd annual National History Day contest held at the University of Maryland, College Park, in June 2012.
For more information on Colorado History Day, we encourage you to visit our website at www.coloradohistoryday.org
We have teacher workshops available this fall to introduce the History Day process.  
For more information, check out our website or call us at 303-556-6647

or email colorado.history.day@cudenver.edu

